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of health of the laws we rely upon to preserve 
our economic liberty. 

I thank the Antitrust Modernization Commis-
sion for all its work over the past few years. 
I urge my colleagues to support this measure. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
CONYERS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 742. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 50 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1334 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. POMEROY) at 1 o’clock 
and 34 minutes p.m. 

f 

GERALD W. HEANEY FEDERAL 
BUILDING AND UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE AND CUSTOM-
HOUSE 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 187) to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse 
and customhouse located at 515 West 
First Street in Duluth, Minnesota, as 
the ‘‘Gerald W. Heaney Federal Build-
ing and United States Courthouse and 
Customhouse’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 187 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The Federal building and United States 
courthouse and customhouse located at 515 
West First Street in Duluth, Minnesota, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Ger-
ald W. Heaney Federal Building and United 
States Courthouse and Customhouse’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the Federal building and 
United States courthouse and customhouse 
referred to in section 1 shall be deemed to be 
a reference to the ‘‘Gerald W. Heaney Fed-
eral Building and United States Courthouse 
and Customhouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume 

For me, today is a very fulfilling, as 
well as nostalgic, moment to move this 
bill to designate the Federal building 
and the U.S. courthouse and custom-
house in Duluth for Judge Gerald W. 
Heaney. 

He was appointed judge of the U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals for the Eighth 
Circuit on November 3, 1966. He took 
senior status in December 31, 1988; fi-
nally retired last August after 40 years 
on the bench. But that is only part of 
the story. 

Gerald Heaney was born January 29, 
1918, in Goodhue, a rural community in 
southeastern Minnesota. He grew up in 
a farming community, learned the val-
ues of rural America, went to my col-
lege which I attended many years 
later, College of St. Thomas, where he 
graduated and went on to the Univer-
sity of Minnesota where he got his law 
degree in 1941, but then started a new 
chapter in the life of Gerald Heaney. 

He enlisted in the Army in World 
War II. He was trained as a United 
States Army Ranger, and he was on the 
landing craft at 6:30 in the morning on 
Omaha Beach in Normandy. 

I interviewed Judge Heaney for the 
Library of Congress project on World 
War II veterans. They are attempting 
at the Library to get the personal 
views of those who participated in 
World War II, and he told this story: 

‘‘We were all herded into the landing 
craft. At 6:30 we arrived close to the 
beach. We could not quite get into the 
beach because of the obstacles that the 
Germans had placed under water and 
also had proximity bombs that would 
blow up ships. They were having trou-
ble getting the vessels in, so they could 
not get to the beach, but they got into 
relatively shallow water. And the door 
went down on the landing craft, and 
the captain stood up and said, everyone 
ashore, and he was cut down by gun-
fire. And the first lieutenant stood up 
and said, everyone ashore, and he was 
cut down by gunfire. And then,’’ said 
Judge Heaney, ‘‘that left me, Second 
Lieutenant Gerald Heaney, in charge, 
and I looked up and said, we are not 
going out that door; everybody over 
the side.’’ 

How many lives he saved we will 
never know, but they got into water 
that was too deep for them to touch 
the bottom. They tried to swim. They 
were sinking. They all cut off their 
backpacks loaded with their food and 
supplemental ammunition and made it 
to the shore. 

I was privileged to be in the group of 
Speaker HASTERT on the 60th anniver-
sary of D-Day and stood at that beach, 
at that shoreline, and looked up at 
where the German gun implacements 
were located. It is an awesome crossfire 
site, fearsome. 

Men were cut down right and left as 
they crawled and inched their way up. 
By 3:30 in the afternoon, they had made 
progress of just about a mile, circled 
around the German guns, which was 

their objective, and with hand grenades 
and other explosives, explosive packs, 
took out the German gun 
implacements, making that segment of 
the beach safer for more landings. 

By then they were out of ammuni-
tion. Judge Heaney said, I said to my 
men, and there were only a few of us 
left, we will go back to the beach; they 
will have landed supplies, and we can 
be replenished. So they turned around, 
and he stopped and choked and said, 
and that is when I saw the carnage, 
thousands killed. 

But they returned, got supplemental 
ammunition, went back up that beach-
head, and their job was to then circle 
around La Pointe du Hoc, which is a 
straight, rocky cliff. Rangers are going 
to scale La Pointe du Hoc from below, 
and Heaney and his Ranger group were 
to distract the Germans, take out the 
gunnery and make it safe, and they 
did. They attacked. They took out 
powerful German machine gun 
implacements and long-range artillery. 

For that heroism at La Pointe du 
Hoc, Judge Heaney was awarded the 
Silver Star, the second highest award 
our Government gives to our military 
personnel, but that was not the end. 
They continued all across France and 
into Germany. 

By 1945, they had gotten to the Elbe, 
and there the British units, Russian 
units and American units met, but 
they postponed the formal meeting 
until the following morning where they 
would have a flag-raising ceremony. 
And as Judge Heaney said, he looked 
over, and the Russians had a flag, the 
British had a flag; he said, where is 
ours? They did not have a flag. No one 
had thought to bring a flag. They just 
fought their way courageously across 
Europe. 

So Judge Heaney, Gerald Heaney, by 
then Captain Heaney, went into the 
village nearby and bought red, white 
and blue cloth and found seamstresses 
in the village who could sew that into 
an American flag with 48 stars at the 
time. He still has that flag. He brought 
it with him for the Labor Day celebra-
tion this year at Park Point in Duluth, 
and there was not a dry eye in the 
crowd. 

That is the man, that is the courage, 
that is the strength. He went on to be 
appointed a U.S. circuit court judge by 
Lyndon Johnson, and displaying the 
same courage that he showed for his 
country in defense of liberty and free-
dom, he presided over the case to de-
segregate the St. Louis school system. 
He wrote the opinion and has written a 
book about not only the opinion, but 
the 20 years that he presided over the 
continuing desegregation of the St. 
Louis schools in his capacity as circuit 
court judge. It is entitled, ‘‘Unending 
Struggle. The Long Road to an Equal 
Education in St. Louis,’’ with Dr. 
Susan Uchitelle, who was a law clerk 
for Judge Heaney. 

He writes, Our involvement in the St. 
Louis public school case over a period 
of 18 years convinced us that, after 
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